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THE rEVIVAL FELLOWSHIP
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proclaiming the gospel
As the name of our fellowship suggests, we stand for revival. Revival of peoples lives through the revival of the Bible salvation message. 
The great commission of our Lord and Saviour is to “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15)
Peter encourages us to “be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear” (1 Peter 3:15)
Often the answer to the ‘reason of hope’ is given simply by sharing our testimony, which is living proof of the gospel message. 

In addition to testifying the works of God in our lives we need to direct people to the salvation message proclaimed in the Bible.
To this end Paul encourages Timothy to “study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15)

If we are to share the gospel message it is important for each of us to know what the Bible teaches. 

WHAT WE BELIEVE
· We believe in the infallibility of the Bible
· We believe Jesus Christ is the son of God
· We believe the gospel of His death, resurrection, and directive to repent, be baptised and receive the Holy Spirit 

· We believe we are baptised into the Body of Christ (the Church) through the Holy Spirit, with the Bible evidence of speaking in tongues
· We believe in the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit in the Church
· We believe in prayer for the sick and healing by the power of God
· We believe the Bible identifies modern nations and gives signs of the imminent return of Jesus Christ
THE SALVATION MESSAGE
Sin separates mankind from God

The Bible teaches sin separates us from a relationship with God. While the term ‘sin’ may seem out dated to some the Greek word in the New Testament for sin is “hamartia”, which literally means missing the target. 
Quite simply this is the nature of sin – mankind’s inability to keep God’s statutes and commandments. We read in 1 John 3:4 “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” This law refers to the statutes and commandments delivered by God to Moses in the book of Exodus (summarised in the Ten Commandments, Exodus 20:1-17). 
Romans chapter 3 is a great passage to illustrate the plight of mankind… 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

And in Romans 6:23 …For the wages of sin is death…
This is the position of all mankind; we have all sinned and the penalty of sin is death.
Gods gift of eternal life

We go on to read in Romans 6:23 “…but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”.
It is the grace of God that we can be saved from the penalty of our sin through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 10:10 By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  11 And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins:  12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; 

Jesus Christ offered Himself as a sacrifice once and for all to atone (pay the price) for our sin and redeem us to God.

Romans 3:22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 

Salvation is not obtained through good works but faith in Jesus Christ as demonstrated by our obedience to the simple Gospel message proclaimed by Peter on the day of Pentecost. 

Acts 2:37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
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REPENTANCE
While sin is the result of a person pleasing himself in what he does, the sinner coming to God in repentance admits his total inability to please God. 

In the New Testament to 'repent' means: to think differently after.
Repentance (metanoeo) in the Bible is more than acknowledging our guilt, true repentance involves a change of mind accompanied by a change of heart and change of conduct. 
Nature of Repentance

There is a three-fold idea involved in true repentance:

Change of Mind

Matthew 21:29: "He answered and said: I will not; but afterward he repented, and went". The word here used for "repent" means to change one's mind, thought, purpose, views regarding a matter; it is to have another mind about a thing. Repentance is recognizing our sin and disobedience toward God and making conscious decision to turn from our sinful life toward God. 

Change of Heart
2 Cor. 7:9 "Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance; for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing." The Greek word for repentance in this connection means "to be a care to one afterwards, to cause one great concern.” This meaning is exemplified by the repentant person who not only has profound regret for his past but also the fulfilled hope in God’s grace and salvation.
Change of Conduct

One of the Hebrew words for repent means "to turn." The Prodigal Son said, "I will arise... and he arose" (Luke 15:18, 20). The act of repentance is shown in forsaking sin and turning toward God.
Matthew 3:8–10 "Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:... And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire."
Is is not enough to turn away from sin; we must turn unto God. “For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God”. 1 Thessalonians 1:9
purpose of Repentance 

The act of repentance does not earn God's forgiveness from sin; rather, forgiveness is given as a gift from God to those who he saves. 
We are called upon to repent in order that we may recognize our inability to keep God’s statutes and consequently to rely on God to perform this work of grace in our life. 
God calls all to repent through the hearing of the Gospel. "So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." Romans 10:17
By definition repentance is required before anything. One cannot show true change in their life before they have repented. 
True repentance results in obedience to God’s commandments of water baptism and receiving the Holy Spirit.

SCRIPTURES

· Matthew 3:1-2, 5-6 
John the Baptist preaching repentance
· Matthew 4: 17

Jesus preaching repentance
· Mark 1: 14-15

Jesus preaching the gospel of repentance
· Luke 13: 1-3

Failure by man to repent means he will perish 

· Luke 24: 45-48

Jesus instructs disciples to preach repentance

· Acts 2: 38


Peters commands repentance
· Acts 17: 30-31

God commands all men to repent

· Acts 19:17-18

Ephesians believed and confessed sins
· Acts 20: 20-21

Paul teaches repentance
· Romans 3: 9-12, 23
Repentance is essential as there is none righteous, all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God
· 2 Peter 3:9

God’s will is that all should repent
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BAPTISM

Water baptism is the complete immersion in water of a believing person. The word "Baptism" as used in the Bible, is translated from the Greek world "BAPTIZO", which means:

1) To immerse, to submerge (used of vessels sunk).

2) To cleanse by dipping or submerging, to wash, to make clean with water, to wash oneself, to bathe.

3) To overwhelm; Not to be confused with Bapto. The clearest example that shows the meaning of baptizo is a text from the Greek poet and physician Nicander, who lived about 200 B. C. It is a recipe for making pickles and is helpful because it uses both words. Nicander says that in order to make a pickle, the vegetable should first be `dipped' (bapto) into boiling water and then ‘baptized' (baptizo) in the vinegar solution. Both verbs concern the immersing of vegetables in a solution. But the first is temporary. The second, the act of baptizing the vegetable, produces a permanent change. 

SCRIPTURES

· Matthew 3: 13-17

Jesus is baptized to fulfill all righteousness
· Matthew 28: 18-20
Jesus tells disciples to go into all nations baptizing 
· Mark 16: 15-18

Baptism is a condition of salvation
· Luke 7: 29-30

Believers are baptized whereas Pharisees reject counsel 
of God being not baptized
· John 3: 1-8

Must be born again of water and Spirit
· Acts 2:38


Peters response to a question of salvation
· Acts 8: 5-20

Philip in Samaria, people believed and are baptized
· Acts 8: 35-38

Eunuch of Ethiopia baptized
· Acts 9: 17-18

Paul is baptized and filled with Holy Spirit
· Acts 10: 47-48

Paul commands Cornelius and his house to be baptized
· Acts 16: 30-33

Jailer of prison baptized
· Acts 18: 7-8 

Believers in Corinth baptized
· Acts 19: 1-6

Paul at Ephesus
· Romans 6: 3-5

Baptism represents burial of old life
· Colossians 2: 12-13
Baptism represents burial of old life
· 1Peter 3: 20-21

Baptism saves us being the answer of a good conscience 
toward God
QUESTION

Why do I need to be baptized?

In understanding the significance of baptism it is important to appreciate our position in the sight of God.  We are told in Romans 3:23 “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” and in Romans 6:23 that the “wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” In fact we are already “…dead in trespasses and sins;” Ephesians 2:1.

In recognizing our perilous position Romans 6:4-7 explains “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin.” 
Baptism therefore symbolizes the burial and putting away of our old, dead way of life in response to the gospel message in order to be free from the burden and penalty of sin. Acts 22:16 “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” 
In line with the symbolism of a burial it should be pointed out that water baptism is the complete immersion in water of a believing person. The word “Baptism” in the Bible is translated from the Greek word “Baptizo” which means to immerse, dip and submerge.  

Because the Bible describes baptism as symbolic in nature some question the necessity of the process in terms of salvation. The apostle Peter makes the role of baptism very clear in 1 Peter 3:20-21 “…when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.  The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:” 
To argue the necessity of baptism is to place us in the position of the Pharisees of Jesus time.  “And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John. But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of him.” Luke 7:29-30. How can we be saved if we are guilty of rejecting the counsel (will) of God?

When Peter was asked on the day of Pentecost what we must do to be saved he clearly stated “…Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:37-38
Jesus Christ himself declared in Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” and in John 3:5 “…Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 
QUESTION

What about Sprinkling?
The practice of sprinkling or pouring water over the head is widely taught as acceptable to the Biblical call for baptism.  Is this what God had in mind? More importantly is this acceptable to God?

The word "sprinkle" is found only seven times in the English New Testament. It is never translated from the word "baptizo", nor used once in relation to the subject of baptism. "To sprinkle" is translated six times from the Greek word "Rhantizo", and once from "Proschusis". The distinction in the New Testament between sprinkling (rhantizo), and immersion (baptizo), is crystal clear.

The following examples make clear the method of baptism in the Bible:

John 3:23 “And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there.” 
Acts 8:38 “…and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.”

Matt 3:16 “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water…” 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT
According to Jules Corblet (Histoire Dogmatique, Vol. 1, page 223) the majority of theologians and liturgists agree: 

1. There was total immersion from evangelical times until about the fourteenth century; 

2. From the thirteenth to the fifteenth century, partial immersion of the body was used with affusion [pouring] on the head; 

3. From the fifteenth century affusion [pouring] alone became the prevalent method.
“None of the bible accounts gives an exact description of how baptism was administered and none is needed, for the definition or meaning of the term did not fully change until about the fourteenth Century.” Wikipedia
"It is evident that Baptism in the early Church was by immersion" New Catholic Encyclopedia, 1967, Vol. II, p. 56
 "The first Christians received baptism by immersion everywhere where water was found" Larousse du XXe Siècle, Paris, 1928
"Baptism was originally administered by immersion." Augustus Neander, History of the Christian Religion and Church, During the Three First Centuries. 

The Catholic Encyclopedia states: "The most ancient form usually employed was unquestionably immersion ... immersion seems to have prevailed until the twelfth century. After that time it is found in some places even as late as the sixteenth century." 

In Iconographie de l’Art Chrétien, Vol. 1, page 240, Louis Réau speaks of the gradual change in the West from having immersion as the chief method to having affusion: "A long period of transition must be allowed during which the ceremony of baptism was at the same time partial immersion and pouring."

“There is no archaeological evidence disproving the "immersion" or "dipping" nature of baptism, and as has been said, the nature of baptism remained essentially the same until the twelfth through the fourteenth centuries when it underwent a fairly general change. The literary record of antiquity affords no comfort to the advocates of the sprinkling and pouring ritual.” Wikipedia
COMMENTS BY GREAT PROTESTANT LEADERS AND REFORMERS

LUTHERAN. Martin Luther, in his works, Volume 1, page 336 wrote, "Baptism is a sign of both death and resurrection. Being moved by this reason, I would advise those to be baptised to be altogether dipped into the water, as the word doth express and the mystery doth signify." 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND. Dr. Lightfoot, Bishop of Durham, in his notes on Colossians 2:12 said, "Baptism is the grave of the old man, and the birth of the new. As he sinks beneath the baptismal waters, the believer buries there all his corrupt affections and past sins: as he emerges thence, he arises regenerate, quickened to new hopes and a new life. Thus baptism is an image of his participation both in the death and in the resurrection of Christ." 

PRESBYTERIAN. The following statement is cited from John Calvin. (Inst. Book. 4.C.15 A.D. 1555.) "The word 'baptise' signifies 'to immerse', and it is certain that the rite of immersion was observed by the ancient church." 

METHODIST. John Wesley, leader of the great Wesleyan Revival of the 18th Century, in his "Explanatory notes upon the New Testament" said, "We are buried with Him - alluding to the ancient manner of baptizing by immersion." (Comment on Romans 6:4.) 

George Whitfield, famous preacher and associate of John Wesley, made the following comment, "It is certain that in the words of our text, Romans 6:4, there is an allusion to the manner of baptizing which was immersion." 
UNWARRANTED CHANGE

It is surely amazing, that despite these statements by eminent men, the very denominations represented have set aside Bible baptism as commanded by Christ, the Head and Founder of the Church, and in its place have substituted a tradition invented during the dark ages. 
Jesus said of religion of that time, and the same can be said of this time, "For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men ... Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition ... Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition which ye have delivered . . ." (Mark 7:8, 9 and 13). 

This tradition is not in accordance with the Word of God nor is it acceptable to God. Baptism symbolizes the burial of our old way of life (see previous question) and you don’t bury somebody by sprinkling a little dirt on their head! 
QUESTION

I was baptized as a child, isn’t that good enough?

The practice of infant baptism is conducted in many churches however it is important to remember the purpose of baptism is with a view to producing a permanent change in our behavior and life.  Remember the example of the pickle! 

Many scriptures clearly indicate Bible baptism is for those who have believed the gospel message and repented, confessing their sins, and are therefore at an age of understanding. 

Matthew 3:6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.
Matthew 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance:
Acts 2:41 then they that gladly received his word were baptized
Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.
Acts 8:36-37 see, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest
Acts 18:8 Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.
Acts 22:16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.
A most pertinent scripture is found in 1 Peter 3:21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,)
Baptism represents the answer of a good conscience toward God in response to our repentance. This is most certainly not the case where an infant is baptized.

There are no scriptural examples of infants being baptized and while scholars disagree on the date when infant baptism was first practiced they generally agree it was some 100 to 300 years after Christ.
As with the introduction of Sprinkling these denominations have set aside Bible baptism as commanded by Christ and in its place have substituted a tradition invented by man. 

QUESTION

Was Jesus baptized?

Matthew 3:13-17 “Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
The baptism of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ provides the Bible’s greatest example of water baptism. Jesus Christ, the only perfect one without sin was baptized to set the pattern for all of His followers. 
As Jesus was about to be baptized He said “Thus becometh us to fulfill all righteousness.” This attitude pleased His heavenly Father and we read in Hebrews 5:8-9 “Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;”
If we proclaim to be a disciple and follower of Jesus Christ let us follow His great example. He is after all “…the Author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.” Hebrews 5:9. 
Jesus made it quite clear “…If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.” John 14:23-24
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HOLY SPIRIT

THE MEANS BY WHICH WE ARE SAVED

The Bible records in detail the experience which completely changed the lives of those who accepted the gospel preached by the disciples of Christ. Men from very humble backgrounds began to preach boldly and effectively concerning the resurrection of Christ, and miracles of healing appeared in their ministry. In effect they continued the ministry which Jesus Himself began, in order to relieve the suffering of mankind. 

The experience which wrought this change was called the baptism or infilling with the Holy Spirit. This 'fire from heaven' empowered the early Church, and Jesus promised it to all…

John 7: 37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) 

This was Salvation! The living water of Salvation!
Titus 3:4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 

WHAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?

Over many centuries the nation of Israel was unable to keep God's law or realise the spirit of it. When Jesus was crucified many of His disciples apparently deserted Him. After the resurrection they could not recommence working the miracles they had worked during His natural life. The indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit then becomes the source of God's power for service as in Bible days. 
Through the Spirit we actually experience the person of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 3:16-19 & John 16:13-14). 

Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as the promised "Advocate" (i.e. "strengthener", "fortifier") in John 14:26. 

In fact our Lord made it quite clear that to receive both Him and the Father one must receive the Holy Spirit (John 13:20, 14:23). 

SCRIPTURES

· Matthew 3: 11

John foretells Jesus will baptize with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire
· Luke 22: 31-32

Peter walked with Jesus and believed, yet told when 
thou art converted strengthen thy brethren
· John 3: 1-8 

Must be born again of water and Spirit
· John 4: 19-24

Must worship God in the Spirit and in Truth
· John 7: 38-39

Believers will have living water - Holy Spirit, given after

Jesus glorified

· John 8: 30-32

Believers instructed to continue in Word, the Truth shall
set you free
· John 14: 15-17  

If you love Christ keep his commandments, He will send 
Spirit of Truth
· John 16: 7, 13

Christ will send the comforter,  the Spirit of Truth
· Acts 1: 4-8

Jesus commands believers to wait for promise of the 
Spirit
· Acts 2: 1-41

Outpouring of the Holy Spirit
· Acts 8: 5-20

Philip in Samaria 

· Acts 9: 17-18

Paul baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit
· Acts 10 & 11 

Cornelius
· Acts 19: 1-6

Paul at Ephesus
· Romans 8: 5-16

Without the Spirit of Christ we are none of His
· 1Corinthians 12:3

No man can say Jesus is Lord but by the Holy Spirit
· Ephesians 1: 13-14
After believed, sealed with the Holy Spirit
· Ephesians 4: 30

Holy Spirit seals redemption
· Titus 3: 5-6

Saved by the washing of regeneration and renewing of
the Holy Spirit
· 1John 3: 23-24

Keep Jesus Christ’s commandments and He will dwell in
us, by the Spirit
· 1John 4: 13, 15

Confess Jesus and God dwells in us. We know this 
because of the Spirit
RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT
There is little dispute among those professing to be Christians as to the need to receive the Holy Spirit. The scriptures leave no doubt as to the requirement for all believers to receive the Holy Spirit. Jesus Himself said "Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God." (John 3:5).
The real question arises as to when and how a person receives the Holy Spirit.

We do not receive the Holy Spirit in stages or over extended periods of time, as some would have us believe. We either have or have not received the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:1-6). 
We do not necessarily receive the Holy Spirit when we believe on Christ (Ephesians 1:13 & Acts 19). Nor do we necessarily receive the Holy Spirit when we are baptised (Acts 8:16). This is a completely separate experience for those seeking salvation (Acts 2:38). 

What the New Testament does record is that when people received the Holy Spirit they began at the same moment to speak in new languages. On one occasion, the words were identified by foreigners as being words of praise to God (Acts 2:8, 10:46). Peter and the Apostles saw this amazing sign as proof that people had received the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:33, 10:45-47). This was the sign to unbelievers (I Corinthians 14:22). 

This God-given ability stands today as the only Bible evidence that the Spirit of God has entered into a man or woman. Although many have testified to other experiences it is only when the earnest seeker speaks in tongues that we can say with scriptural authority that he has received the Holy Spirit. From that point he is called to walk in the spirit and bring forth the fruits of his experience. 

Speaking in tongues is only mentioned once by Jesus Christ (Mark 16). The only other mention of speaking in tongues is in the book of Acts and again in 1Corinthians.

People often ask “where does it say in the Bible unless you speak in tongues you are not saved?” or “why do we insist people speak in tongues?”
In reality the insistence is not on “speaking in tongues to be saved” but rather the receiving of the Holy Spirit to be saved.
Speaking in tongues is the sign of receiving the Holy Spirit; they are not two different events.

Jesus promised signs following and the Bible makes it clear when people receive the Holy Spirit they speak in tongues as the Spirit gives utterance. 
SCRIPTURES

· Mark 16: 17

Believers will speak with new tongues
· John 3: 8


Hear the sound.  “So is every one that is born of the

Spirit”

· John 4: 19-24

Must worship God in the Spirit and in Truth

· Acts 1: 4-15

Believers told to wait for Holy Spirit.  120 present
including Mary and the disciples
· Acts 2: 1-41

Spoke in tongues as spirit gave utterance. This is that 
spoken by prophet Joel which you now see and hear.
· Acts 8: 5-20

Philip in Samaria - disciples could identify the Holy Spirit 
was fallen on none of them
· Acts 9: 17-18

Paul baptized and filled with Holy Spirit
· Acts 10 & 11 

Cornelius - received spirit the same as the disciples
· Acts 15: 7-9

God put no difference between the Jews & Gentiles
giving them Holy Spirit as he gave to the disciples
· 1Corinthians 14: 2
Tongues is praying to God, speaking mysteries in the 

spirit

· 1Corinthians 14: 4
Speaking in tongues is to edify yourself

· 1Corinthians 14: 14-15
Praying in tongues is when the spirit prays. Difference 

between praying in the spirit and understanding

· 1Corinthians 14: 18
Paul speaks with tongues

· Romans 8: 26-27

Don’t know what to pray for. Spirit makes intercession
 
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered
· Jude vs 3


Common salvation

· Jude vs 20

Build up yourselves praying in the Holy Ghost
QUESTION

I received the Holy Spirit when I confessed my faith
The prevalent teaching among churches today is salvation through confessing Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour and committing your life to him. This is often done through what is known as the ‘sinners prayer’ or ‘giving your heart to Jesus’.
The following scriptures are often quoted…

Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
I Jn 5:13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.
Acts 16:30 And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 
The belief is you receive (are filled with) the Holy Spirit at the moment you call on the name of the Lord (believe in Jesus; confess with your mouth, etc). In other words, because scriptures such as these imply you are saved when you believe in Jesus it is logical you must have received the Holy Spirit the moment you ‘believe’.
These groups often don’t deny the experience of speaking in tongues but they believe it is a result of a separate experience known as the ‘baptism’ of the Holy Spirit. 
To support this doctrine they believe the disciples were ‘filled’ with the Holy Spirit when Jesus appeared to them after his resurrection:

John 20:21 “Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost”. 
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost was a separate experience:
Acts 1: 5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

Their doctrine may be summarised as follows:

· Every person automatically receives the Holy Spirit (necessary for salvation) the moment they believe in (confess) Jesus Christ as their personal saviour
· There is no outward evidence of this infilling of the Holy Spirit
· The (saved) believer can then receive a second experience called the ‘baptism’ of the Holy Spirit (you will speak in tongues)
· The ‘baptism’ of the Holy Spirit empowers believers to be a witness for Christ
While these groups talk about the fact that believers should be ‘baptized’ in the Holy Spirit (speak in tongues) the doctrine is wrong for the following reasons:

· The baptism of the Holy Spirit is the infilling of the Holy Spirit – these are not two separate events but one and the same
· Because they preach you are saved (receive the Holy Spirit) when you believe it is only advisable, but not necessary, to speak in tongues (or be ‘baptized’ in the Holy Spirit as they would term it)
· The same applies to water baptism. They preach a believer “should” be baptized but it is not necessary to be baptized, because you are already saved
Ask the person to show you one example of conversion in the bible (book of Acts) where it records someone receiving the Holy Spirit when they believe followed by a separate ‘baptism’ in the Holy Spirit. They will not be able to find one.
The example of the disciples does not validate their claim as the disciples did not receive the Spirit when Jesus appeared to them in the upper room in John 20:22.

The Greek word translated ‘receive’ in John 20:22 comes from the root word ‘LAMBANO’ which occurs 263 times in the New Testament with the following meanings: take, carry, accept, receive, bring.
The actual word spoken by Jesus is a stem of the root word and only appears 7 times in the New Testament:

Matt 26:26 
Take and eat; this is my body (also Mark 14:22 and Luke 22:17)
John 18:31 
Pilate said, "Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law." " 

John 19:6  
But Pilate answered, "You take him and crucify him…”
John 20:22 
And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.

James 5:10
Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience. 

The word is translated as 'take' every time, except John 20:22. In each case the same Tense is used:
· Verb:  a word that describes an action "take"  "carry"  "accept"  "receive" "bring"

· 2nd person: something being done by the listener; pronoun "you take" or "take with you; you carry; you accept; you receive”
· Pleural: indicates more than one person or thing is involved (you pleural)

· Active: a form of a verb showing that the subject is the agent that performs the action expressed in the verb (the disciples were being commanded to take/receive).  This is the opposite of passive which would imply something was being done to the disciples and not by the disciples
· Aorist: characterized by its emphasis on punctiliar action; that is, the concept of the verb is considered without regard for past, present, or future time
· Imperative: corresponds to the English imperative, and expresses a command to the hearer to perform a certain action by the order and authority of the one commanding.  Thus, Jesus’ phrase, “Repent ye, and believe the gospel” (Mk.1:15) is not at all an “invitation,” but an absolute command requiring full obedience on the part of all hearers

In summary, Jesus statement is a strong request or command directly to more than one subject and the command had not necessarily taken place at the time the command was given.
If you say to someone “go and see your mother and take a box of chocolates”, it may be quite some time before mother gets her chocolates.
The context of John 20:21-22 indicates a more accurate translation to be “…as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you... Take the Holy Ghost. Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained”.
In other words Jesus was saying I AM SENDING YOU (to Jerusalem, Samaria and to the ends of the earth) TAKE THE HOLY SPIRIT (which I am about to give you) TO THEM AND WHOEVER YOU FORGIVE WILL BE FORGIVEN (whoever you preach the gospel of forgiveness will be forgiven).
If translated as 'take', John 20:21-23 becomes a restatement of the great commission to proclaim the gospel which would be quite fitting as all of the Gospels would end with a statement of the Great Commission.
This is the correct context as there are no other verses in the Bible that say that the disciples received the Spirit before Pentecost.

In fact, if the disciples received the Spirit on the day Jesus rose from the dead, then this would be at odds with other scriptures.
John 15:26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: 

John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 

Luke 24:49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 

Acts 8 also provides a clear example of the error in the belief you receive the Holy Spirit when you confess your faith in Jesus Christ.
Acts 8:5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. 

First of all we have Philip preaching Jesus Christ unto the people, the very gospel these groups would quote as necessary. “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12)
Acts 8:6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed.  8 And there was great joy in that city. 

The gospel was universally accepted by the people and there was great joy because of the wonderful miracles in their lives. 

Acts 8:12 …when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 

We read of the people’s belief in the name of Jesus Chris and their baptism. It is good to stop at this point and ask the person if these people are saved? They must of necessity answer yes – because they have been obedient to Romans 10:9. 

Follow up with a comment “so we can conclude they have received the Holy Spirit?” Again the answer must be yes because the believers are saved.

We also read….

Acts 8:9 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: 10 To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God.  11 And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries. 13 Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done. 

Again we can ask the same questions of Simon. He believed, was baptized and continued with Philip so he must be saved and therefore be filled with the Holy Spirit.

Acts 8:14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 

These three versus will truly have the person perplexed for it is quite clear none of these believers had yet received the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 8:17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. 18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, 19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. 20 But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. 21 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. 23 For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. 

While not mentioning speaking in tongues it is clear there was some outward evidence that people received the Holy Spirit. So much so that Simon, who’s heart was “not right in the sight of God”, could see the effect of the infilling of the Holy Spirit.
It is also clear that believing and being baptized is not enough to bring us into a state of salvation for this is exactly what Simon did earlier in the chapter yet here we read he was still in “the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity”.

QUESTION

I’m saved by Grace not by works

Ephesians 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;). 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

There are many scriptures that talk of the grace of God, but people use this to excuse themselves of having to respond to the commandments of Christ. The argument is salvation is a gift given freely to all mankind. You can not earn it and being baptized or speaking in tongues is a work.

Below are some scripture references tying the grace of God to the Holy Spirit but you will most people will say they have the Holy Spirit through Faith – with no outward evidence (speaking in tongues). The previous example of Acts 8 is therefore also good in this instance. 
· Titus 2:11 Grace of God that brings salvation
· Titus 3:4-7 Saved by mercy; washing, renewing & regeneration of Holy Spirit
· Hebrews 10:29 Grace is applied by the Holy Spirit; called the Spirit of Grace
· Romans 3:4 Justified by grace through the redemption of Jesus Christ; we must avail ourselves of redemption
· Romans 5&6 Chapters talk about grace; applied through Holy Spirit in Ro. 8
· Ephesians 1:6-14 Forgiveness of sins according to grace; sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise
· Ephesians 4:7 Given grace according to measure of gift of Christ; what is the gift of Christ?
· John 4:7-14 Jesus talks of gift of God to the woman of Samaria being living water; the Holy Spirit
· Acts 2:38 You shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit
· Acts 11:17 Cornelius given the like gift as the disciples; the Holy Spirit
QUESTION

I’m saved by Faith alone
Similar to the argument that we are saved by Grace, people talk about being saved by Faith. The Bible says we are “justified” and “sanctified” by faith and “the just shall live by faith”.

Again these terms are used to excuse people from obeying the gospel of Christ and you will find they hold a similar belief to the earlier question of confessing Jesus Chris is Lord.
· 1Corinthians 2:4-5 Demonstration of Spirit and power; Faith not in the wisdom of men but in the power of God
· Acts 1:4-8 Receive power after Holy Spirit comes upon you
· Romans 10:17 Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God
· Galatians 3:11-14 Just shall live by faith; receive the promise of the Spirit through faith
· Galatians 5:5
Through Spirit we wait for the hope of righteousness by faith
· Ephesians 1:13-15 Sealed with the Holy Spirit; our faith in the Lord Jesus
· Ephesians 4:3-6 Unity of the Spirit; One body, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism
· James 2:14-26 Faith without works is dead
· Jude vs 20 Building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost
QUESTION

What about the thief on the cross?

Many Pentecostal churches use the example of the thief on the cross to demonstrate salvation through confessing Jesus Christ as Lord. 
Luke 23:42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. 43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise. 

The argument is the thief is neither baptized nor receives the Holy Spirit (speaking in tongues), but rather confesses his faith in Jesus Christ (as instructed in Romans 10:9) to which Jesus responds by forgiving his sins and promising eternal life. 

The simple answer is it is irrelevant to anyone today if the thief is granted forgiveness by Jesus. 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God and had power on earth to forgive sins.

Mark 2:5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. 6 But there was certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, 7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only? 8 And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts? 9 Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? 10 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins,
When Jesus did forgive someone their sins he also commanded them to sin no more:

John 8:11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

John 5:14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.
We have already established it is impossible not to sin in our natural state. The thief on the cross was in a unique position in that he was about to die and therefore would “sin no more”. We however need a covering for our sin which is applied through the Holy Spirit.

Jesus was still alive and therefore the Old Testament covenant was still in place. The thief could not receive the Holy Spirit because it was not available until after Jesus was glorified (John 7: 38-39). 

This is not the case today as we are in the Gospel age and are commanded to receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 1: 4-8).

If all we have to do is confess our faith in Jesus as the thief did what about Peter???

Matthew 16:16 Peter confesses Jesus is the Christ the Son of the living God

Luke 22:32
Jesus tells Peter when he is converted to strengthen his brethren
QUESTION

Isn’t Tongues Just One of the Gifts?
1 Corinthians 12
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.

8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;

9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;

10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:

28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

29 Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles?

30 Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?

31 But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.

1 Corinthians 14
1 Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.

5 I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying.

1Co 12 and 14 are among the most misunderstood, misquoted chapters in the bible - usually by  people who argue you do not need to speak in tongues.

They argue Paul makes the following points:

· Tongues is only one of nine gifts of the Spirit
· Tongues is the least of the gifts
· Not all are apostles, prophets, teachers... speakers of tongues
· To covet the best gifts
· It is better to seek prophecy than to speak in tongues
People often argue you do not need to speak in tongues because after all, there are nine manifestations of the Spirit. You may speak in tongues OR you may have the gift of healing, OR the gift of knowledge, etc. They usually state they are seeking the “best gifts”.

It is important however to ask them about FAITH. Does this mean not all Christians need to have faith? You must be consistent, and if Paul in this passage makes it clear not all have to speak in tongues, he is also saying not all have to have faith, because faith is listed as one of the nine gifts of the Spirit. If we are all given different gifts; tongues OR wisdom OR healing OR Faith etc., then you are not required to have faith just as you don’t need to have tongues.  

Of course no believer would argue you don’t need faith. Heb 11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please Him” and “For by grace are ye saved through faith” Eph 2:8. 

There is universal agreement we ALL need FAITH to be saved. But how can this be the case if Paul says in 1 Cor 12 to ONE is given wisdom, to ANOTHER knowledge, to ANOTHER faith… etc.    

What then does Paul mean? Is it possible he is talking about a different application of faith, to be operated "within the Church" as opposed to the individual? Of course this makes more sense.

The same is true of tongues, healing and miracles etc. Paul is talking about a different application of tongues, the operation of tongues within the Church as opposed to the individual. The passage is talking about the fact that not all will speak in tongues when the church comes together (as discussed in Chapter 14) but does not imply that not every “individual” speaks in tongues just as Paul is not implying not every individual is required to have faith.

This is evidenced by the fact Paul knew they could all speak in tongues. 

1Co 14: 18 I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all:

1Co 14: 23 If  therefore the  whole church be come  together  into one place,  and all speak with tongues,  and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad?

1Co 14: 26 How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm,  hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying. 

Paul makes it very clear that speaking in tongues is how we pray in the Holy Ghost as directed by Jude vs 20 “build up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost”. 

1Co14:14-15 For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful. What is it then?  I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: 
1Co 14: 2-4 For  he  that  speaketh  in  an  unknown  tongue  speaketh  not  unto  men,  but  unto God:  for  no  man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries. But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort. He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.

QUESTION

Wasn’t tongues used as a language to preach to other nations?
Acts 2 describes people of different nationalities hearing the believers on the day of Pentecost speaking in their languages the wonderful works of God. 

People argue tongues were given to the early church to preach the gospel to other nations.

When we look closely at what happened on the day of Pentecost we see people were not convicted of the gospel when they heard tongues. “Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded (confused), because that every man heard them speak in his own language.” Acts 2:6. We go on to read in verse 12 & 13 “And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine”. 

So the result of the multitude hearing tongues was one of confusion, doubt, questioning and mocking. 

Peter then “lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words”.

Peter addresses the multitude proclaiming the gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ, and does so in his native tongue of Aramaic. Consider who Peter is addressing… “And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven” (Acts 2:5). Although a number of nations are mentioned it is important to note they are all Jews, for the gospel was not preached to the Gentiles until later, and at this time Aramaic had become the native language for Jews.
For over a half-millennium, the colloquial language for Palestinian Jews was Aramaic, stemming from the Babylonian captivity and invading Assyrian empire. For some Jews Hebrew remained a colloquial language, until the end of the 3rd century AD. Nearly all of the Jewish scriptures were written in Hebrew, making it likely that a Jew who knew the Jewish scriptures also knew at least some Hebrew (especially as Hebrew and Aramaic are fairly cognate). Wikipedia
At the end of Peter’s sermon we read in verse 37 “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?”

This is in stark contrast to the resulting confusion, doubt, questioning and mocking when the multitude first heard speaking in tongues.

Acts 2 makes it quite clear that tongues were not used to preach the gospel but rather as a sign of the miraculous infilling of the Holy Spirit.
Paul supports the fact that tongues were not used to preach the gospel.
1Corinthians 14: 

2 For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.
6 Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine?
14 For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.

18 I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all: 

 19 Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. 

QUESTION

Doesn’t the Bible say tongues will cease? 
Fundamentalists believe the gifts of the Spirit were only available to the early Church; known as the apostolic period (when apostles were alive; during the first century).

Gifts such as healing, miracles and tongues are not longer available. The following passage is used as the basis for this doctrine:

1 Corinthians 13: 
8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 
9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 

10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 

11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 

12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.

Most people will agree Paul is saying the following:

· The gifts of prophecy, tongues and knowledge will "cease"
· The gifts were operative in Paul's time and that the time of their cessation was a future event for him

· The reason these gifts will not continue forever is that they are inadequate (imperfect) in relation to the "perfect" that is coming

The difference in interpretation lies in whether the gifts mentioned have ceased prior to our time, or whether they are still operative for us, as they were for Paul, and their cessation lies yet in the future.

Fundamentalists use this verse to argue the gift of tongues, prophecy and knowledge (as outlined in 1 Corinthians 12) ceased upon the completion of the canon of Scripture (bible); which is their interpretation as to the meaning of “that which is perfect”

The following verse is often quoted to support this view “But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.” James 1:25
Fundamentalists claim these gifts were used to help establish the infant (or “childish”; verse 11) church. Once the church matured and the Word of God (bible) was complete then we would “put away childish things”.

The Greek word translated as “perfect" is TELEIOS meaning:
· brought to its end, finished

· wanting nothing necessary to completeness

· perfect

· of men; full grown, adult, of full age, mature

As mentioned, "the perfect" is often taken by Fundamentalists as being the completion of the canon (Bible). This interpretation is possible, based on one of the meanings of teleion ("perfect, perfection, completion").  However, this interpretation seems foreign to the immediate context.  As the Expositor's Bible Commentary notes:
It is difficult to prove the cessation of these gifts at the end of the first century A.D. by taking teleion to refer to a completion of the canon at that time, since that idea is completely extraneous to the context. While teleion can and does refer to something completed at some time in the future, the time of that future completion is not suggested in verse 10 as being close.
An additional problem with this interpretation is the fact that Paul says in verse 12 at that time (i.e., when "the perfect" comes) he will see “face to face” and "shall know even as also I am known."  
It does not seem reasonable to understand Paul to be saying that he expected to live to see the maturity of the church and then to "know fully."  Rather, it seems more likely that Paul here is referring to a time of spiritual completion at the resurrection following Christ's Second Coming.

Indeed, many evangelical commentators understand "the perfect" to mean either the Second Coming or the perfection of the human soul that occurs when the Christian is united with Christ in death:

On the other hand, in a number of contexts the related words telos ("end," "termination;" "last part") and teleo ("bring to an end") are used in relation to the second coming of Christ. See James 5:11; Rev 20:5, 7; 21:6; 22:13 and 1 Corinthians 1:8; 15:24. Since in the contexts of the Second Coming these related words are used and since Paul himself used telos in talking about the Second Coming elsewhere in 1 Corinthians, it seems more normal to understand teleion in verse 10 to mean that "perfection" is to come about at the Second Coming, or, if before, when the Christian dies and is taken to be with the Lord (2Cor 5:1-10) (Expositor's Bible Commentary).
"But it seems that the perfect thing Paul has in mind must be the eternal state - "face to face" in verse 12 can best be explained as being with God in the new heavens and new earth.  It is only in glory that we will know as we are known (John MacArthur, Charismatic Chaos, p. 389).
Paul clarifies the purpose of the gifts in 1 Corinthians 14:3 But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort. 4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.

Prophecy is for the edification, exhortation and comfort of the church while tongues are for the edification of the individual. Contrast this to the purpose of scripture: 
2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

It is important to note Paul is referring to the Old Testament which he regards as the ‘scriptures’. The Old Testament is the “perfect Word of God” and was obviously available during the time of the Apostles. In fact much of the New Testament is a quotation or reference to the Old Testament and was used to preach Christ:

Luke 24:44 And he said unto them “These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. 45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, 46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 47And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations
Acts 8:35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture (Isaiah), and preached unto him Jesus. 
QUESTION

Tongues is of the Devil
Some groups go as far as to teach speaking in tongues is of the devil. Based on the belief tongues have ceased (see previous question) they conclude the only way a person can speak in tongues today is a result of the devil intervening in their prayer to receive the Holy Spirit. 

The first thing is to establish tongues have not ceased (see previous question). 

Speaking in tongues is in the bible and is a gift from God:
Luke 11:5-22
Jesus instructs us to pray for Holy Spirit. If we being evil give good gifts to our children how much more our Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask.

Luke 11:14-26
 Jesus casts out a devil and the Pharisees accuse Jesus of casting out devils by Beelzebub. Jesus says every kingdom divided against itself will fall, only the strong man can take control. If we ask God for Holy Spirit and the Devil gives us speaking in tongues this is suggesting he is stronger than God!

Matthew 12:22-32 The same passage as Luke 11 but Jesus goes on to say “All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men”
Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

Part
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GENERAL QUESTIONS
QUESTION

You can’t judge people
It is natural for people do become defensive when they hear they or their church doctrine is wrong, especially when it comes to receiving the Holy Spirit. They often quote scriptures, or at least parts of scripture, to argue we are ‘judging’ their relationship with God and have no right to do so; only God can judge.

Matthew 7: 

1 Judge not, that ye be not judged.
2 For with what judgment ye judge ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete it shall be measured to you again.

3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?

4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and behold, a beam is in thine own eye?

5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.

It is important to note these versus in Matthew are instructing us not to judge or look for faults with our spirit filled “brethren”. There are many scriptures telling us not to condemn our brethren because we do not know their heart. 
This however is very different to showing people (from the Bible) that they have not been obedient to the commandments of Christ. 

Where people use this comment to say you can’t “judge” whether or not they have received the Holy Spirit it is useful to refer to the example in Acts 8 where Philip was able to identify no one had received the Holy Spirit. How did he know this? The people believed in the name of Jesus, were baptized, experienced miracles and were ‘full of joy’ yet Philip didn’t rely on any of these criteria to asses the infilling of the Holy Spirit. We also read later where Simon the sorcerer was able to identify when people had received the Holy Spirit; and he was still in the ‘bond of iniquity’. 

Some other scriptures that address the general question of judgment:
John 7: 24 Judge not according to appearance, but judge righteousness judgment.

John 12:48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.

Acts 13:44-47 Jews contradict the words spoken by Paul... judged themselves unworthy.

Romans 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. 

1 Corinthians 2:12-16 Natural man can not understand the things of God...but we teach them by the Spirit, comparing spiritual things with spiritual....he that is spiritual judges all things but is judged of no man.

1 Corinthians 6:2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life? 

QUESTION

Isn’t the Bible open to interpretation?

Given the fact there are so many churches today with different doctrines many people feel the Bible must be open to interpretation.
First and foremost it should be recognized that this in itself is fulfillment of Bible prophecy. We read in 2 Timothy 4:3-4 “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”  Also in 1 Timothy 4:1 “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;” Jesus Christ himself warned “And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.” Matthew 24:11
The differences in doctrines throughout so called Christendom is not a result of the Bible being open to interpretation instead a deliberate manipulation of the scriptures by people to suit their own beliefs rather than be obedient to the full counsel of God. We are advised in Ephesians 4:14 “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;”
The Bible provides clear warnings against handling the Word of God deceitfully. Deuteronomy 4:2 “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.” Revelation 22:18-19 “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.” 
Consider the solemn warning given by the Apostle Paul in Galatians 1:6 -12 “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed… For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.  But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
The following points can be taken from Paul’s warning.

Firstly there is only one gospel message 1 Corinthians 12:13 “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body…” The message of the Bible is the written declaration of God’s will and purpose for mankind. 2 Peter 1:20-21 “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
Secondly the gospel message is simple, it is man that perverts it to deceive others. 2 Corinthians 11:3 “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.”  How do you know if someone is preaching the truth?  Again the Apostle Paul makes it clear “And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.” 1 Corinthians 2:4-5
This leads to the third point. The message of the Bible is Spiritual and cannot be correctly discerned by natural man. 1 Corinthians 2:10-14 “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 
If we truly want to have a relationship with God we must heed the words of Jesus in John 8:47 “He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God.” The words “heareth” and “hear” both carry the meaning “to understand”.   To understand or receive the Word of God ultimately depends on our heart. 2 Corinthians 4:2-5 “But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” 
The last point to consider is that in 1 Corinthians 14:33 “For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.” Unless the gospel message of salvation is available today we are lost in our sin. This is certainly not the case. God has established a plan of salvation and made it freely available to mankind. 

QUESTION

But you can’t take the Bible literally?

Because the Bible was written nearly 2000 years ago in a different part of the world and in a very different culture some people feel you can’t apply the message of the Bible literally today. They believe the Bible is outdated and not relevant to our lives today and that the message should be adapted to the times in which we live.

Other people are of the opinion the Bible was never intended to be taken literally but rather as a guide and is therefore symbolic or figurative in nature. 

In either case people are quite often not willing to submit themselves to the declared will of God and are really seeking to justify their position.  The Bible tells us quite clearly in Proverbs 13:13 “Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed: but he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded.” 
The dictionary meaning for literal is to be factual, truthful, exact, and accurate. God is all of these and is certainly very accurate about His declared will for man, including the gospel message of salvation.  He has chosen the Bible to declare this message.

We are told in Hebrews 1:1-2  “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all  things, by whom also he made the worlds;”   Jesus makes it quite clear in John 12:48-50 “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.”
The apostle Paul states quite clearly the purpose and application of God’s written Word in 2 Timothy 3:15-16  “And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:” 
Read the Bible and see if it fulfills Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 
While much has changed for mankind in the last two thousand years we are told in 2 Peter 3:8 “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” and in Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and forever.” God’s will and plan has not changed in any way.

If any question remains as to the validity of God’s Word today consider Matthew 24:35 “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” 

QUESTION

What about reincarnation? 
An increasingly popular concept is that of Re-incarnation; after we die, we come back as a different person or in a different form altogether, depending on how good a life we lead now. 
This is contrary to the teaching of the Bible:
Psalm 88:10 Shall the dead arise and praise thee?

Ps 115: 17    The dead praise not the Lord.

Hebrews 9:27 it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.

Ecclesiastes 3:19 For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a beast: for all is vanity. 20 All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again. 21 Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth downward to the earth?   

QUESTION

If God is so powerful why is the world in such a mess?
People wanting to dispute whether or not there is a God often ask if God is so powerful why is the world in such a mess? Why does God allow babies to die? Etc.
The Bible makes it clear this is not the will of God but a result of mans own disobedience and wickedness. 

Deuteronomy 11:26-28 God gives us a choice of a blessing or curse - if we obey or disobey His commandments.

Deuteronomy 28:1-15 God again gives us a choice of a blessing or curse - if we obey or disobey His commandments.

Psalm 14:1 The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. 2 The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. 3 They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.  
Psalm 94:1 O LORD God, to whom vengeance belongeth; O God, to whom vengeance belongeth, shew thyself.   2 Lift up thyself, thou judge of the earth: render a reward to the proud. 3 LORD, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked triumph? 4 How long shall they utter and speak hard things? and all the workers of iniquity boast themselves?
Psalm 73:2 But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped. 3 For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 12 Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches. 13 Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency. 14 For all the day long have I been plagued, and chastened every morning.  16 When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me; 17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end.

Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

Jeremiah 17:5-9 Cursed is the man that trusteth in man; Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD; The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

Jesus Christ will return is going to return to establish His righteous kingdom:
Isaiah 9:6-7 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever.

Hebrews 9:28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
Jude 1:14-15 …Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed
Revelation 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new.

Revelation 21: 7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.  8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

QUESTION

Will Jesus Christ return to this earth?
The great promise of the Bible is that Jesus Christ will return to this earth.

Acts 1:9-11 “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 

John 14:2-3 “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 
Matthew 24:3 “And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” 
This is not figurative. Jesus Christ will physically return to this earth in power and great glory to establish His kingdom. 

QUESTION

Do we know when Jesus will return?

Throughout the centuries many people have proclaimed to know the time of Jesus Christ’s return. This of itself is evidence enough of their disregard for the Word of God.

Regarding His second coming Jesus Christ made it quite clear “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be…Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.” Matthew 24:36-44 
Luke 12:40 “Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not.” 
It should be noted these warnings of surprise are for those who are not looking or ready for the return of our Saviour. 

We are told in Revelation 3:3 “Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.” 
Even though we clearly do not know the day or hour when Christ will return Paul reminds us in 1Thessalonians 5:1-6 “But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.
But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.” 
The Greek word for ‘travail’ is ODIN and refers to intolerable anguish, in reference to the dire calamities, to precede the coming of the Messiah like unto the pain of childbirth, travail pain, birth pangs.

Just as with childbirth we do not know the day or hour the child will be born. We do however know the time frame involved and once the labour pains begin they increase in frequency and intensity providing a clear indication as to the nearness of the event.

QUESTION

Are there any signs to show that Christ will return soon?

In the previous question we identified the return of Jesus Christ being preceded with ‘labour’ pains like unto childbirth.  The labour pains in this case are the signs and events Jesus foretold would indicate His return. As in childbirth these signs will increase with frequency and intensity. 

Matthew 24:3-7 “And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences (disease), and earthquakes, in divers places.” 
We are surrounded every day in the media with evidence as to the ever-increasing frequency and intensity of these signs.

As to the attitude of mankind we read in 2 Timothy 3:1-5 “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” 
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